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Here are some ways in which you can use your one hundred square to help your child’s learning; 

 Point to a given number – Say a number and ask your child to point to the number. Ask them to give you a number to point to as well.  

 Cover up – cover up some squares with counters and ask them to work out which numbers you have covered up by looking at the 

surrounding numbers. 

 Race to 100 – give your child a blank number square and ask them to fill in the numbers. Time how long it takes them and repeat this 

game over time allowing them to beat their record. You may want to just start with numbers 1-20 until they have built up the knowledge 

and confidence to work with numbers up to 100.  

 Jigsaw – make a copy of the one hundred square and cut it up. Ask your child to arrange it back together. Again don’t feel you need to 

start with the full one hundred square until they are ready.  

 Counting out loud - Encourage your child to point to each number and say the number as they do so. Make sure they track from left to 

right and do the return sweep so they are used to how the one hundred square works.  

 More/less – Discuss how the numbers get higher/lower depending on what direction you move in. Ask them to point to a number and 

then jump one more and tell you what number it is. Repeat with one less.  

 Addition/subtraction – Reinforce how you can use your number square to help with adding/taking away. E.g. 3+4 (point to 3 and jump on 

4). Make sure they are aware they need to look at the numbers and make sure they are going in the right direction.  

 Patterns – Ask your child to look for patterns on the number square. For example, spot the 10x table and 5x table going down vertically, 

or that the numbers in each column end in the same digit. When they are ready show them how you can easily work out 10 more by 

moving down the square (e.g. 23 is under number 13). 

Make learning fun for them by playing regular, short games and by turning it into a challenge, and as always, please do come and ask if you have 

any questions.  

Rebecca Reading  


