
 

New Scotland Hill  

Art Vocabulary Progression 

Year Group  

Reception  
Colour, marks, lines, space, texture, smooth, shiny, rough, prickly, flat, patterned, jagged, bumpy, soft, hard, wet, dry, flaky, fixed, mix, cut, sweep. 
 

Year 1  
Thick, Thin, Soft, Broad, Narrow, Fine, Pattern, Line, Shape, Detail, Mirror image, Nature, Made environment, Pattern, Shape, Texture, Print, Rubbing, Smudge, Image, 
Reverse, Shapes, Surface, Pressure, Decoration, Cloth. Primary (colour), Light, Dark, Tone, Warm, Cold, Shade e.g. different shades of red, green, blue, yellow, Bright, 
Mixing. Natural and Man-Made environment. 
 
 

Year 2  
Sculpture, Structure, Assemble, Construct, Model, Fold, Bend, Attach, Statue, Stone, Metal, Curve, Form, Clay, Impress, Texture Thick, Thin, Soft, Broad, Narrow, Fine, 
Pattern, Line, Shape, Detail, Nature, Made environment, Comparison, Still life, Landscape, Secondary (colour), Light, Dark, Thick, Thin, Tone, Warm, Cold, Shade Bright, 
Pointillism, Colour wash. Fabric, Colour, Pattern, Shape, Texture, Glue, Stick, Scissors, Fabric, Felt, Hessian, Scraps, Wool, Yarn, Mixed media, Collage, Appliqué, Layers, 
Combine, Opinion. Print, Rubbing, Smudge, Image, Reverse, Shapes, Surface, Pressure, Decoration, Cloth, Repeat, Rotate, Mono-print, Two-tone print. 
 
 

Year 3  
Imprint, Impression, Mould, Monoprint, Background, Marbling, Surface, Absorb, Stencil, Pounce, Negative image, Positive image, Tie and dye, Natural, Synthetic, Vat, 
Bunching, Dip, Soak, Resist. Abstract, Natural, Bold, Delicate, Detailed, Colour descriptors e.g. scarlet, crimson, emerald, eau de nil, turquoise, Watery, Intense, Strong, 
Opaque, Translucent, Wash, Tint, Shade, Background, Foreground, Middle ground, landscape. Change, Improve, form, line, shape, space, background, lines, detail, 
perspective, shading, outline. 
 

Year 4  
Block, Repeat, Continuous, Cylinder, Daub, Stamp, Emblem, Motif, Ornamentation, Geometric, Stylised, Abstract, Mosaic. Scenery, Rural, Urban, Townscape, Seascape, 
Representational, Imaginary, Impressionist, Abstract, surrealism, Idealised, Natural, Swirling, Stippled, Transparent, Opaque, Foreground, Background, Middle ground, 
Horizon. 
Plan, Distance, Direction, Position, Form, Texture, Tone, Weight, Pressure, Portrait, Past, Present, Appearance, Character, Personality, Form, Shape, Texture, 
Composition, Profile, Stylised, Proportion, Decoration, Ornate, Symbolic, Perspective. 
 

Year 5  
Monotype, Printing plate, Inking up, Waterbased, Oil-based, Overlap, Intaglio, Relief, Etching, Engraving, Indentation, Pressure. 
Viewpoint, Distance, Direction, Angle, Perspective, Bird’s eye view, Alter, Modify, Interior, Exterior, Natural form, Vista, Panorama, Image, Subject, Portrait, Caricature, 
Expression, Personality. 
Traditional, Representational, Imaginary, Modern, Abstract, Impressionist, Stippled, Splattered, Dabbed, Scraped, Dotted, Stroked, Textured, Flat, Layered, Opaque, 
Translucent, Intense. 
 

Year 6  
Line drawing, Cross hatching, gouache, chalk, crayon, movement, human form, modernism. 
Bold, Flora, Fauna, Exotic, Proportions, Perspective, Sharp, Mysterious, Primitivism. 
Line, Shape, Pose, Position, Gesture, Repetition, Sequence, Dynamic, Flowing, Motion, Rhythm, Proportion, Balance. 
 

 

 


